© The Family of Emma Lou Estelle Norrell > 
Emma Lou Estelle Norrell 1d1b231, daughter of Issac Francis 
Norrell and Elvie Richardson. Born: September 14, 1889 in the Pine 
Hill communtiy. Met and married Brit Swan and they had five 
children. They are as follows: 


Winford franklin Swan 1d1b2311 
George Verdie Swan 1d1b2312 
Mildred Louise Swan 1d1b2313 
Willa Dean Swan 1d1b2314 

Clara Swan 1d1b2315 


Brit died in 1961 and Estelle died in 1972. They both are 
buried in the Carlock Cemetery, Ashley County, AR 
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My Family 
By Willa Dean Swan Ray 


Estelle Norrell Swan (my grandma) was born on 
September 14, 1889 at Pine Hill, AR. She was the daughter of 
Issac Francis Norrell b. .August 29, 1853 - d. May 25, 1896 
and Elvi Richardson b. July 29 1859 - d. November 19, 1933 
buried at Carlock Cemetery, and the grand daughter of Lecian 
Joseph Norrell b. September 30, 1828 - d. October 3, 1871 and 
Sarah Mosley b.. April 11, 1826 - d. July 27, 1885 buried at 
flat Creek Cemetery east of Fountain Hill. 

The Pine Hill Community is located about eight miles 
west of Hamburg and about seven miles north of Crossett. 
Grandma was born here on the family farm, which was and 
still is a beautiful place to call home. The old house place was 
in what is now our field but then it was close to the main road. 
The house was later moved across the field and added on to. 
It was home to Elva Jane Richardson, Susan Emily Paschal 
and Issac and Elvie’s children; Sarah Frances Norrell, Emma 
Lou Estelle Norrell, Bose John Norrell, and Willie Frank 
Norrell. (Bose was killed as a young man.) The farm was 
bought later by Estelle’s son Winford and there he raised his 
girls Elizabeth and Willa. 


Estelle Norrell married Brit Swan, a soft spoken man of 
gentle nature. Estelle was a short lady that worked along side 
her husband in the fields and then would go in and take care 
of the house as most women did then. When grandpa Grit 
wasn't farming he was working somewhere as a carpenter. 

Their children were Winford franklin Swan, George 
Verdie Swan, and Mildred Louise Swan, and two infant 
daughters who died at birth. Clara was born December 24 
and was buried December 25. Willa Dean was born 
December 24, and buried on December 26. Grandma Estelle 
died on Christmas Day and was buried on December 28. I 
thought that was rather strange. 

Sarah Frances Norrell, married Thad Tyson and they 
made their home in Parkdale, Ar. They were the parents of 
Addis, James, Elvin, Berniece, Juanita, Harold and Lavon 
Tyson. 

Bose John Norrell, never married, but lived on the old 
home place until World War Two and he worked as a 
Security Guard at a plant in Texas. He drove a Model-T ford 
for many years. 

_— Willie Frank Norrell, went to college and married 

Katherine Davis. Later he entered into Politics and was 
elected Congressman. He was re-elected several times and 
stayed in that office for thirty-five years. He died in 1961 in 
Washington DC and his dear wife of many years stepped in 
and finished out his last term of office. 


C 


After that, Katherine retired and moved to Hawait where 
she was living at the time of her death. Both are buried in the 
Oakland Cemetery in Monticello, AR. They have one adopted 
daughter Julia Norrell who lives and works in 
Washington today. 

My daddy’s sister Mildred, married Robert Lee Pilzram 
and they had two children; Robert Riley and Elvie Jane 
Pilgram. 

Robert was married to Linda Holt and had one 
daughter, Pamela Lynn Pilgram, who married Jim Smith and 
they had one daughier, Lauren Riley Smith. Robert and 
Linda divorced and Robert married Martha Hankins and 
they had three daughters; Robin, Patricia, and Brit Estelle 
Pilgram. 

Pamela Lynn Smith is a school teacher in the 
Russelville, AR, area. Robin is going to be a doctor. 
Patricia is married and Grit is going to college at this writing. 

Elvie Jane Pilgram, married Tommy Nix and lives in 
Plausburg, New York. Tommy is a mill Manager there. Elvie 
§ Tommy have two children; Michael and Cassa LeeAnn 

LX. 
Michael Nix married Angela Johnson and they had two 
children; Jacob 6, and Tyler 2. Cassa lives at home. 

Robert was a &.T. with businesses all over the U.S. and 
traveled extenswely. He was killed in an airplane crash in 
November of 1988. 

Daddy's brother, George Verdie Swan married Willie 
Norrell, the oldest child of George Nicholas Norrell and 
Brooksie Coulter. 

Verdie and Willie had five children; Carolyn Marie, 
George Norman, Mary, Bruce and Howard Allen. All of 
which have children and grandchildren at this writing. 








Winford Swan (my daddy) was better known as Jelly, 
because, of his size. Married Nora Elizabeth Lynn Murphy, 
who was raised on Chinquapin Hill west of Hamburg. dom 
and Dad had two girls. Me, Willa Dean Swan and My sister 
Elizabeth Swan. 

My sister Elizabeth, married Chester M. Bowles and they 
had three children; Philip, Patricia, and Neal Gregory Bowles. 

Philip, married Susanne Hazellief of Fort Pierce Florida 
and they had two children; Stephanie Jean and Brooke 
Elizabeth Bowles. 

Susanne died at a very early age on August 19, 1989 
and was buried in the Cross Roads Cemetery. 

Patricia, married Philip Locridge and live in Harrison, 
AR. They have three daughters; Kristina Carol (K.CJ) age 14. 

Sarah <nn born May 6, 1984 and Meredith Morgan 
born. April 27, 1994. 


Neal Bowles, married Marion Michelle Williams Bailey 
and at this time have one son Richard,Alan Bowles, born June 
1, 1993. They live on the Old House Place. Michelle had two 
other childern, by a previous marriage. Kimberly Michelle 
born. April 14, 1991 and Bradley Scott Bailey born March 29, 
1992 

Chester M. Bowles died at the age of thirty-six, on 

August 31, 1961 and some years later Elizabeth married 
Lexie Woods and they live here on the old house place also. 
Her grandchildren are the sixth generation to live on this land. 
Lexie died, April 10, 1994 | 








Willa Dean Swan (that’s me), married Zan Golden Ray, 
who was a half breed Indian. Part Cherokee and part 
Choctaw, on September 2, 1954. We made our home on the 
Brit and Estelle Swan farm. Our grandchildren also are the 
sixth generation to live here on this land. We had two 
children; Joel rit Ray and Cynthia Gail Ray. 

Joel Grit, married Wanda Maxine (Courtney) Morman. 
They have two daughters, Courtney Brit Ray b. July 15, 1982 
and Zanna Linzie Ray born at twelve noon on December 12, 
1984. She makes the twelfth member of our family. 

Wanda had a son Kelly Morman by a previous 
marriage. | 

Cynthia Gail, married Joe Huitt and they had two 
children; Jason Brit Ray Huitt b. November 13, 1978. Jodi 
Elizabeth Layne Huitt b. November 15, 1981. 

Cindi divorced Joe Huitt and married Roy McCoy. 
Divorced Roy and married Basil Marion Whittaker Jr. Who 
has two children. Sheena ¢ Basil Marion Whittaker III, 
better known as_J, J. 

Lan Ray, died of a heart attack, January 28, 1991. 
Buried at Cross Roads Cemetery. 
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All of the older kids in the family went to the Pine Hill 
School. The White school was where Shirley & Iva Kate Swan 
live and The Negro school was where the road becomes a “Y”. 
The left road leads to Carlock Cemetery and the right one 
leads “Norrell’s Spur”. Boy!! did the fighting take place 
between the kids from Norrell’s Spur (Charlie, Iva Kate, Billy, 
Oscar Jr. Freda, Boy, Julia, B.B. Norrell. Fay, Ray and Bob 
Robbins and Billy Carlock, Evelyn, and Maitie Frances, Annie 
and Etta Curry. These were the White kids. Invariably they got 
into a fight with some of the black kids. That is when the 
Whoopass took place. 

I remember when we were going to that old school we 
two government toilets with concrete floors, a roof and walls. 
Boy!! we were up town. It was a four holler. One for the Girls 
and one for the boys. They came out and built us a water 
trough at the pump. We didn’t have to drink out of that old 
community dipper anymore. The trough had a pipe run 
through it with holes drilled in it to where fwwe or six kids could 
get a drink of cool water at one time. We all even had a place 
to put our jars of milk to keep it sorta cool. 

The other kids that came from the upper end of the road 
were; Nathalee Elizabeth and Willa Dean (Stumpy) Swan, 
Ruby Stanley (Culp), Gene Stanley, The Craig kids and The 
Rice kids, Verelee, Fay, Buddy, Tracy, (Julia,Anne). 


The kids from Norrell’s Spur brought their lunch in five 
pond lard bucket and I felt so under privileged, because I didn’t 
have one. I had to use a paper sack. Our school lunches 
consisted of home cured ham, dry salt, biscuits ¢ jelly, pear 
preserves & peanut butter, and sometimes fried pies. 
Sometimes we had crackers, sandwich spread on crackers that 
would get soggy and boiled eggs which brings on another 
story. Julia (Honey) Norrell loved to bring hard boiled eggs to 
school to eat for lunch. One spring she found a nest that was 
being set on by an old hen and_ Julia took the eggs in for 
mama 8rooksie to boil for her. The next day Julia brought 
the eggs to school and was peeling them to eat and found out 
that they were only about five days from hatching. That was 
the maddest first grader I had ever seen and some of the 
language she used wasn't in the pre-primer. 

We all might have been poor by some folks standards 
and we might have been just country kids from the sticks but 
we had a real good school and a lot of togetherness, most of 
the time. Some of the people that attended that little country 
school turned out to be professionals in their fields. The 
building had only two rooms; the Big Room and the Little 
Room. The Little Room held grades one through five and the 
Big Room held grades six through eight. It was a. fine place to 
get an education. 

The old school burned down one day, during the fight to 
consolidate with Hamburg. .A new building was built and oh 
it was so pretty. It had doors with windows in them. It never 
did really get off the ground, so to speak. Someone finally 
burned it down and all the kids had to attend the big School in 
Hamburg. I think we all have fond memories of that fine old 
school and what it stood for in our community and also some 
very fond memories of our days growing up around Pine Hill. 











Here are some of the teachers that taught in the Pine Hill 
School: 

wv Rev. Houston Farmer 

¥ Rilla Pogue 

v Corine Tucker Yeatman 

v &lienor Murphy (her grandma was a Norrell 

v Mildred Louise Swan Pilgram 

v Annie Willard Hess 

v Myrtle Jordon 

¥ Levi Smith 

v €thyl Howard 

v Bunie Pruiti 

¥ Roby Hollis 

v Eva Jane Knight 

v €lma Ingram 

It is to these fine people and to those that I may have 
inadvertently left out. We thank you for your dedication! 
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Willian Prank Norrell 
1896-1961 


William $rank Norrell was born to Isaac francis Norrell 
and Elvie Richardson in 1896. He was the second born of four 
children, two girls and two boys. Willie Frank grew up around the 
Pine Hill Community where he was born. Went to school and then he 
was off to further his education in the schools and colleges of. Arkansas. 
He obtained his degree in {gw and was admitted to the Arkansas bar 
in 1920. Willie frank served his country in the Army during the First 
World War . He was a member of the House of representatives from 

Arkansas and was a member of the state Senate from 1930 through 
1938. William was elected as a Democrat to the Seventy-sixth congress 
in 1939 and served well, until his death at Washing, DC in 1961. His 
wife of many years finished out his last term in office. 

He was married to Katherine Davis of Monticello, pfirkansas. 
They had one adopted daughter named Julia Norrell. Julia still lives 
in Washington, D. C. and works there in the government. 

William worked so hard to secure federal funds for building a 
two hundred and eighty acre water resevoir for the city of Benton, it 
was named Lake Norrell. It is about twelve miles north of the city of 
Benton, arkansas. 

William and Katherine are buried in the Oakland Cemetery in 
Monticello, Arkansas. 
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coaThe Family of Mary A. R. Norrellss 

191625 Mary A. &. Norrell, oe 22, 1859 in Alabama. 
Daughter of Lecian (Lycian) Joseph Norrell and Sarah Elizabeth 
Mosley. Married James Mf. Stinson on Dec. 23, 1883 in Ashley 
County, Arkansas. 


ote: At this writing I have not found any further imformation. 
Mary died on Jan 31,1898 and,James died on Jan. 14, 1943. 


They are buried in the Carlock Cemetery, Ashley County. 
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cathe Family of Jennie Elizabeth Norrell 

191826 Jennie Elizabeth Norrell, b, March 18,1861 in 
fllabama. The daughter of Lecian (Lycian) Joseph Norrell and Sarah 
Elizabeth Mosley. Married Charles V. Murphy on Jan. 11, 1877 in 
Ashley County Arkansas. They had Charles Edward Murphy and 
possibly others, this research is on going at this writing. 


1918261 Charles Edward Murphy, b. in Ashley County, 
rkansas. Married Isadee Maxwell and they had the following 
children: 

10162611 ©.8.Murp 

19182612 German N. Murphy 

19162613 Estelle bfurphy 

19182614 Helen Murphy 

19182615 Chester Murphy 

=> 19162616 N&. "Nap" Murphy 
19162617 Edward "Rastus" Murphy 
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aThe Family of Sarah Anner Norrells 

191827 Sarah "Salley" Ainner Norrell, b. June 26, 1866 in 
Sllabama. The daughter of Lecian "Lycian" Joseph Norrell and Sarah 
Elizabeth Mosley. Married JJHarrod on Septembet 21, 1889 in 
Ashley County, Arkansas. {gter married aman named Ledbetter. I do 
not know if Harrod died or if there was a divorce. 

Sarah died and is buried in the Carlock Cemetery in Ashley 
County. 
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